From: MCP FEEDBACKTo: Megan MetteeDate: Wed, 03 Dec 2008 06:58:26Subject: Mid County Parkway Project: New Feedback - ID# 1039Attachment(s): 0From Debbie Murataya djmurataya@yahoo.comMessage Sent:December 01, 2008RCTC/Mid County Parkwaywww.midcountyparkway.orgSUBJECT:  MID-COUNTY PARKWAY DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES                    EXTENDED DEADLINE TO SUBMIT COMMENTSLet me start by saying that I am completely offended by the amount of taxpayer dollars already spent on this Mid County Parkway project � especially studies for the route that would run west of the 215 connecting to the 15 freeway.  I cannot see how you can justify this type of spending during these tough economic times.  The State of California is hurting for money along with Riverside County.  This money could have been put to a much better use.I have been hearing a lot lately about the already existing 74 route. Since I had never actually driven down the 74, I decided to take a drive. This is an East/West route that connects the 215 to the 15.  I�m told that is the same purpose that the Mid County Parkway would like to achieve. Your proposed Mid County Parkway, however, would pick up and drop off vehicles at the most congested parts of both the 15 and 215.  There would be no where for the traffic to go to when they get to the 15.  The people of the City of Corona would suffer greatly with all the traffic this would cause right at the 91/15 interchange.The 74 also connects the 215 to the 15 but picks up and drops off at a much less congested part of either freeway allowing vehicles to choose their direction and not have to wait in long lines of traffic.  It also connects directly with Ortega Highway enabling folks to travel into Southern Orange County without building a �tunnel� through the mountain. I understand that it is approximately 8 miles south of the proposed parkway but I would rather drive that 8 miles then wait in hours of congestion.If I understand correctly, the purpose of the Mid County Parkway is to alleviate traffic on the 91 and provide an alternate East/West route.  As far as I can tell, it would do just the opposite � creating a bottleneck of traffic at either end.  But again, I�m told that it is necessary. Anyone who drives down the 74 can see that an alternate has already been provided yet it remains largely unused.  If so necessary, why are people not using the already existing alternative?  And still you want to provide another alternative?  Spend more money to build another unused roadway?I have lived here for a number of years now and was unaware of the 74�s use and purpose.  Maybe we could spend a little cash advertising the 74 as an alternative and fixing the on/off ramps at either end and save both the State and County some much needed money.  And it seems there is plenty of land available along this already existing stretch of the 74 to entice businesses to move some of their operations to Riverside County.  Less people would have the necessity of the long drive to Orange County if there were some viable work alternatives here in Riverside County.I am appalled at the thinking of all the organizations involved in this Mid County Parkway.  It seems they think all of the people living in Rural Riverside County are stupid and will go along with whatever they say.  I feel that you have wasted my hard earned money on a study of something that should never have been studied.  An alternative route already exists!!!Just as a side note, when I purchased my home here in the Lake Mathews area approximately 5 years ago I was never told of the pending roadway. One of the plans goes directly thru my property.  This was very deceptive � people should be being warned of the possibility of this roadway prior to making plans to move into the area.  My neighbors just built their dream home and face the possibility of it being torn down.  I am trying to do some additions on my property and have talked to planning, safety, etc. and still no one has mentioned the pending Mid County Parkway.  How much money might I spend on permits and materials before I�m told that my property is being taken over in the name of progress?I did move to the Greater Lake Mathews area for the rural lifestyle available here.  But I also understand the need for progress and am not opposed to it.  However, this Mid County Parkway is not progress, seems it is simply a waste of time and taxpayer monies.  How much more money is going to be spent on this useless study � why not get to work on doing something productive that will actually ease the traffic flow rather than make it worse.I don�t think sending people out to �talk down� to the people of this community makes this roadway a good alternative.  Just because we live a rural lifestyle does not make us stupid.  We can read maps and we can read fliers and we can read �environmental drafts�.  What we can�t do is make sense of anything that has been presented to date regarding the proposed Mid County Parkway.Let�s get to work doing something productive rather than throwing more good money out the window.Debbie Murataya20789 Hollis Dr.Lake Mathews, CA  92570djmurataya@yahoo.com(951)789-9998CC:  Bob Buster        bobbuster@att.net        Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger        Gov.ca.gov/interact        Corona Chamber of Commerce         info@coronachamber.org        Cindy Ferry/RAGLM        Community Spokesperson for the Greater Lake Mathews Area        Dug Begley       dbegley@pe.com
